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CHESTER-LE-STREET  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Health  Department, 

6,  Red  Rose  Terrace, 
Chester-le-Street  . 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Chesier-le-Street  Rural 

District  Council. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

During  the  year  under  review.  Dr.  Albert  Forster,  who  had 
been  Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  the  Council  since  1st  October, 
1948,  unfortunately  died.  Dr.  Forster  had  done  a great  deal 
towards  maintaining  and  improving  the  health  of  the  people  in  the 
district,  being  especially  interested  in  food  hygiene.  It  is  unfortimate 
that  his  untimely  death  should  deprive  the  Coitricil  and  the  Public 
Health  Service  of  such  an  enthusiastic  officer. 

From'the  date  of  Dr.  Forster's  death  until  the  end  of  the  year, 
the  Council  was-  without’  a Medical  Officer.  It  is,  from  the  point 
of  view  of  the  succeeding. Medical  Officer,  most  unsatisfactory  that 
such  a long  interval  should  elapse  before  an  appointment  is  made. 

The  report  for  the  year,  which  has  been  compiled  from  figures 
available  in  the  Department,  is  in  the  main  factual,  although  obser- 
vations have  been  mads  where  the  figures  warranted  such. 

The  number  of  deaths  during  the  year  has  fallen  slightly  and 
the  number  of  births  has  risen  slightly.  The  Infantile  Mortality 
rate  has  remained  at  much  the  same  level.  The  tuberculosis  figures 
have  shown  an  improvement  in  the  position,  although  they  still 
leave  much  to  be  desired.  The  infectious  diseases  notified  during 
the  year  had  fallen  considerably,  and  we  must  especially  note  that 
no  cases  of  diphtheria  occurred  during  the  year. 

The  housing  situation  continues  to  be  unsatisfactory,  although 
the  figure  of  353  houses  available  for  letting  during  the  year  does 
make  future  prospects  look  more  hopeful.  We  can  only  hope  that 
the  figure  remains' at  this -level  or  attains  an  even  higher  rats  during 
the  next  few  years,  as  adequate  housing  is  one  of  the  most  impor- 
tant factors  in  maintaining  the  health  of  the  population. 

J.  L.  SIDDLE, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


s 

ANNUAL  HEALTH  REPORT 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS  OF  THE  LOCAL  AUTHORITY 

Medical  Officer  of  Health — 

Albert  Forster,  m.b.,  b.s.,  d.p.h.  (Deceased  19th  July, 
1953). 

* 

J.  L.  SiDDLE,  M.B.,  B.S.,  D.P.H.  (M.O.H.  at  time  of  com- 
pletion of  report). 

Sanitary  Inspectors — 

Charles  W.  Robson,  c.r.s.i.  and  Certificate  in  Meat 
Inspection  of  the  R.S.I.  (Southern  Area). 

Tom  Sayer,  m.r.s.i.  c.r.s.t.  and  Certificate 

in  Meat  Inspection  of  the  R.S.I.  (Northern  Area), 

Additional  Sanitary  Inspector — 

Geoffrey  Nutter,  c.r.s.i.  and  Certificate  in  Meat 
Inspection  of  the  R.S.I. 

Rodent  Officer — 

William  'VIaughan. 

Disinfectant  Attendant — 

John  Corker. 

Clerical  Staff — 

Victor  Moore, 

Mary  Elizabeth  Harland.  ' • 

A 50%  grant  is  payable  in  respect  of  the  salaries  of  the  Medical 
Ofl&cer  of  Health  and  the  Sanitary  Inspectors. 


5 


SECTION  A.— STATfSTlCS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF 

THE  AREA 


1953 

1952 

1931 

Area  (acres)  

23,261 

23,261 

26,925 

Population  

41,430* 

40,710* 

52,991 

Persons  per  Acre 

1.78 

1.75 

1.97 

Inhabited  Houses 

11,785 

11,562 

12,026 

Rateable  Value 

£174,614 

£171,546 

£173,350 

Penny  Rate  Product  . 

£651 

£634 

£635 

* Registrar  General’s  mid-year  estimate  including  members  of  the 
armed  forces  stationed  in  area. 


COMPARATIVE  STATISTICS 

Standardised  Death  Rate 
per  1,000  civilian  population 

1953 


All  England  and  Wales  11.4 

Chester-le<Street  R.D.C 11.9 

Chester-le-Street  U.D.C 13.8 

Houghton  U.D.C 12.2 

Stanley  U.D.C.  11.7 

Washington  U.D.C .•  10.8 

Whickham  U.D.C 12.1 

Durham  R.D.C.  11.2 

Lanchester  R.P.C ...  14.8 
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. 15.5 

. 17.0 

. 15.7 

. 17.6 

. 17,2 

Live  Births 

0.35 

0.43 

0.34 

0.38 

0.39 

StiU  Births 

11.4 

12.2 

1 

11.3 

12.5 

10.51 

All  Causes 

0.00 

0.00 

00.0 

0.00 

0.00 

T5Tphoid  and 
Para-Typhoid 

Fevers 

OO'O 

TOO 

TOO 

TOO 

TOO 

Acute 

Poliomyelitis  and 
Polioencephalitis 

0.55 

0.59 

0.52 

0.64 

0.31 

Pneumonia 

0.20 

0.24 

0.19 

0.24 

0.22 

Tuberculosis 

0.01 

0.01 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Whooping  Cough 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Diphtheria 

0.16 

0.15 

0.17 

0.15 

0.07 

Influenza 
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BIRTH-RATE,  DEATH-RATE  AND  ANALYSIS  OF  MORTALITY  DURING  THE  YEAR  1953 
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Population 


The  Registrar  General’s  estimated  mid-year  population  for  1953 
was  41,430,  as  compared  with  40,710  for  1952, 

The  population  trend  is  shown  by  the  figures  given  for  the 
past  ten  years. 


Reg.  General's 
Est.  population 


1944  

38,780 

1945  

39,190 

1946  

40,720 

1947  

40,970 

1948  

40,850 

1949  

41,270 

1950  

41,180 

1951  

40,670 

1952  

40,710 

1953  

41,430 

Population  of  Parishes  (1951  Census  figures) 

Populatio 

Parish 

1951  Censt 

Biddick  South 

41 

Birtley 

12,232 

Bournmoor  ... 

1,588 

Edmondsley  ... 

1,600 

Harraton 

3,057 

Lambton 

80 

Lamesley 

3,346 

Great  Lumley 

1,5'25 

Little  Lumley 

1,383 

Ouston 

991 

Pelton 

5,826 

Plawsworth  . . . 

1 ,762 

Urpeth 

2,046 

Waldridge 

644 

Sacriston 

4,871 
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VITAL  STATISTICS 


Births 

There  was  a slight  rise  in  the  Birth  Rate,  as  compared  with 
195*2.  Total  births  were  697  for  1953,  and  672  for  1952. 

Live  Births — 

Legitimate:  340  male,  340  female.  Total  680 

Illegitimate:  7 male,  10  female.  Total  17 

Crude  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident 

population  •••  17.2 

Standardised  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population  ...  17.4 

Still  Births  (8  female,  8 male).  Rate  per  1,000  total 

(live  and  still)  births  ...  ...  ...  ...  22.4 

Deaths 

The  number  of  deaths  during  1953  was  4*28,  compared  with 
438  for  1952.  The  crude  death  rate  being  1 0.3  for  1953;  10.8  was 
the  figure  for  1952. 
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Table  2. 

Deaths 


The  following  table  shows  the  classification  of  deaths  from  all 
causes  (Registrar  General’s  figures): 


Causes  of  Death 

ALL  CAUSES 

Male 

255 

Female 

173 

1. 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

f— 

1 

2. 

Tuberculosis,  other  ... 



1 

3. 

Syphilitic  diseases 

4. 

Diphtheria 

--  - 

5. 

Whooping  Cough  

— 

6. 

Meningococcal  Infections  • 

1 

- 

7. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  ... 

■ 

8. 

Measles  



9. 

Other  Infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

3 



10. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

r* 

/ 

7 

11. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

9 



12. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 



5 

13. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 



1 

14. 

Other  ^lalignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms  . 

28 

17 

ir>. 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

1 

10. 

Diabetes 

1 

3 

17. 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

34 

29 

18. 

Coronary  disease,  angina  ... 

32 

17 

19. 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease  ... 

10 

7 

20. 

Other  heart  diseases  ... 

43 

36 

21. 

Other  circulatory  diseases  ... 

5 

12 

22. 

Influenza 

2 

1 

23. 

Pneumonia 

9 

4 

24. 

Ilronchitis 

12 

3 

2o. 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

3 

1 

20. 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  ... 

2 

2 

27. 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea  •... 

r 

2S. 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis  

4 

2 

29. 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

5 



30. 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion  ... 



— 

31. 

Congenital  malformations  

O 

») 

1 

32. 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

14 

15 

»)*> 

O'). 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  

5 

1 

34. 

All  other  accidents 

9 

6 

35’. 

Suicide  

4 

1 

36. 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

1 

: 

Table  3 


Ihe  following  were  the  chief  causes  of  death  during  the  year; 


% of 


1.  Diseases  of  heart  and  circulatory  system  ... 

No.  of 
deaths 
225 

total 

deaths 

52.6 

2.  Cancer  

74 

17.3 

3.  Respiratory  diseases  ...  

32 

7.5 

4.  Violence  (6  road  traffic  deaths,  15  other 
violent  causes,  5 suicide) 

26 

6.1 

5.  Tuberculosis  (all  forms) 

9 

2.1 

Diseases  of  the  heart  and  circulatory  system  continue  to  be  the 
chief  causes  of  death,  being  responsible  for  more  than  half  of  the 
total  deaths  during  the  year. 


Cancer,  which  is  second  in  importance,  was  responsible  for 
about  one-sixth  of  the  total.  It  is  of  interest  to  note  the  number 
of  cases  of  cancer  of  the  lung.  The  number  of  deaths  in  which  this 
was  given  as  the  cause  was  nine,  all  of  whom  were  males.  There 
has  been,  and  still  continues  to  be,  much  research  to  try  and  find 
why  deaths  from  this  disease  should  be  on  the  increase,  and  affect 
mainly  the  male  population.  Whatever  may  be  the  cause  it  appears 
that  this  area  is  not  immune  from  its  dangers. 

Infantile  Mortality 

Deaths  under  one  year  of  age  numbered  21  as  compared  with 
22  the  previous  year.  This  gives  an  Infant  Mortality  Rate  of  31, 
which  is  little  above  the  average  for  England  and  Wales.  The  infant 
deaths  can  be  divided  into  neo-natal  deaths  (those  taking  place  in 
the  first  month  of  life)  and  those  taking  place  after  one  month  of 
age,  but  under  One  year.  In  the  former  group  we  find  the  causes 
are  often  related  to  the  actual  birth  process,  whilst  the  latter  group 
are  usually  infections.  This  latter  group  can  be  looked  upon  in  the 
main  as  preventable  deaths. 

The  figures  for  the  area  show  14  deaths  in  the  first  group,  and 
seven  in  the  latter.  It  can  be  seen,  therefore,  that  to  reduce  the 
Infant  Mortality  Rate,  effort  must  be  concentrated  on  finding  the 
reasons  for,  and  taking  action  to  reduce,  such  things  as  prematurity, 
congenital  malformations,  birth  injury,  etc. 


INFANT  DEATH  ANALYSIS. 
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Total 

Deaths 

imder 

i year 

04 
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0 

H 

n 

P 

6 

Premature  Birth 

Gongenitid  Malformation 
Pneumonia 

Haemorrhage 

Convulsions 

Gastro-Enteritis 

Jaundice 

Influenza 

Septicaemia 

Hydrocephalus  ... 

Total 
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SECTION  B.— GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH 
SERVICES  IN  THE  AREA 


1.  Laboratory  Facilities 

Bacteriological  examinations  are  carried  out  free  of  charge  by 
the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  at  Newcastle.  Supplies  of 
sera,  lymph,  etc.,  are  available  free  of  charge  to  medical  practi- 
tioners under  this  service. 

During  the  year  the  following  bacteriological  examinations  (in 
addition  to  those  included  elsewhere  in  this  report)  were  carried  out 
with  the  results  shown : 


Positive 

Negative 

Total 

Diphtheria  

— 

20 

20 

Tuberculosis 

95 

329 

424 

Typhoid,  Dysentery 

and 

Food  Poisoning  ... 

15 

— 

15 

Most  of  the  positive  typhoid,  etc.,  specimens  were  due  to 
periodic  examinations  of  carriers. 

2.  Residential  Hostel  Accommodation 

The  County  Council  provide  hostel  accommodation  for  aged, 
infirm  and  handicapped  persons,  but  the  accommodation  at  present 
is  limited.  Enquiries  may  be  made  at  the  Chester-le-Street  Health 
Department,  or  County  Medical  Officer. 

3.  Home  Nursing 

A Home  Nursing  Service  is  provided  by  the  County  Counch, 
and  any  requests  for  a district  nurse  should  be  made  to  the  nurses 
in  the  area  or  to  the  County  Medical  Officer,  Shire  Hall,  Durham; 
telephone  number  Durham  980,  extension  51. 

4.  Vaccination  and  Immunisation 

(a)  Vaccination  against  smallpox  may  be  obtained  free  of  charge 
on  application  to  any  medical  practitioner  who  has  agreed  to  give 
service  within  the  National  Health  Service  Scheme. 

(b)  Immunisation  against  diphtheria  may  be  carried  out  on 
application  to  maternity  and  child  welfare  centres  or  to  any  general 
practitioner  operating  under  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  free 
of  charge. 
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5.  Opnilpjliary  Midwifery  Service 

Names  and  addresses  of  the  midwives  available  can  be  obtained 
from  the  R.D.C.  Health  Department  child  welfare  centres,  medical 
practitioners,  or  the  County  Medical  Officer,  Health  Department, 
Shire  Hall,  Durham;  telephone  number  Durham  980,  extension  8O2! 

6.  Domestic  Help 

Domestic  helps  are  provided  by  the  County  Council  where 
necessary  in  cases  of  sickness,  childbirth,  infirmity  or  other  house- 
hold emergencies.  A charge  for  the  service  is  made  in  accordance 
with  income  scales.  Application  should  be  made  through  the  district 
health  visitors  or  the  County  Medical  Officer,  Health  Department, 
Shire  Hall,  Durham;  telephone  number  Durham  1616.  (Domestic 
Help  Service.) 

7.  Health  Visitors 

This  service  is  maintained  by  the  County  Council,  and  the 
health  visitor  is  the  connecting  link  between  the  home  and  the  health 
activities  of  the  County  Council.  Details  of  the  health  visitors 
serving  the  area  may  be  obtained  from  the  Health  Department, 
Chester-le-Strcet,  or  the  County  Medical  Officer,  Shire  Hall, 
Durham;  telephone  number  Durham  980,  extemsion  805. 

B.  Ambulance  Service 

Ambulance  transport  may  be  obtained  on  application  to  the 
nearest  control  at  The  Vennell,  Old  Elvet,  Durham;  telephone  num- 
ber Durham  587 . Except  in  cases  of  emergency,  applications  should 
be  made  by  medical  practitioners,  hospitals,  midwives,  or  dentists. 
Ambulances  can  be  booked  in  advance  on  the  production  of  a certi- 
ficate from  a medical  practitioner  certifying  the  need  for  transport. 

9.  Prevention  of  Illness,  Care  and  After-Care 

Facilities  are  available  for  the  assistance  of  sick  persons  in  any 
manner  which  may  be  necessary,  e.g.,  the  provision  of  extra 
nourishment,  sick  room  requisites,  invalid  chairs,  etc.  Advice  may 
be  obtained  on  application  to  the  County  Medical  Ctfficer,  Health 
Department,  Shire  Hall,  .Durham;  telephone  number  Durham  980, 
extension  85.  A charge  may  be  niade  for  this  service  under  certain 
circumstances  according  to  income  scale. 
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10.  Mental  Health  Service 


The  scn'ice  the  Count}'  prox'ides  is  mainly  directed  towards 
cases  requiring  detention  in  hospital,  and  for  which  application  may 
be  made  either  to  the  County  Medical  Officer,  Shire  Hall,  Durham; 
telephone  number  Durham  980,  extension  287;  or  the  duly  author- 
ised Officer,  telephone  Hetton-le-Hole  8209. 

11.  School  Children 


Cieneral  medical  advice  arid  supervision  is  provided  for  school 
children  at  the  School  Clinic,  Hexham  Villa,  Birtley,  which  is  open 
each  week-day  except  Saturday.  A doctor  is  in  attendance  on 
Mondays  and  Wednesdays. 

Information  can  also  be  obtained  on  application  to  the  School 
Medical  Officer,  Mariville,  Princes  Street,  Durharri;  telephone  nurri- 
ber  Durham  782  or  Durham  248. 


12.  Care  of  Mothers  and  Young  Children 


The  County  Council  maintain  maternity  and  child  welfare 
centres  at  which  ante-natal  and  post-natal  clinics  are  also  held  as 
shown  in  the  following  table.  Advice  can  also  be  obtained  on  appli- 
cation to  the  County  Medical  Officer,  Shire  Hall,  Durham;  telephone 
number  Durham  980,  extension  801. 
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Address  of  Centre 

Sessions 

Hexham  Villa, 

Birtley. 

Telephone  No.  S2. 

Ante-Natal  ...  Mondays  weekly  except  last 

morning  in  month. 

Child  Welfare  ...  Friday  mornings. 

Birth  Control — Last  Monday  morning  in 
Post-Natal.  each  month. 

Ultra  Violet  Ray  Tuesday  and  Friday  after- 
noons weekly. 

Mains  Farm  House, 

West  Lane, 

Ch  ester-le-Street . 
Telephone  No.  3286. 

Ante-Natal  ...  Tuesday  weekly  and  Thurs- 

mornings  weekly. 

Child  Welfare  ...  Wednesdays  weekly. 

Birth  Control — Thursday  afternoon  except 
Post-Natal.  first  afternoon  in  month. 

Utral  Violet  Ray  Monday  and  Friday  after- 
noons weekly. 

Immunisations  ...  B'irst  Thursday  afternoon  in 
month. 

Miners'  Welfare  Hall, 

West  Pelton. 

Ante-Natal  ...  Alternate  Wednesdays. 

Child  Welfare  ...  Alternate  Wednesdays. 

Old  Relief  Office, 

Front  Street, 

Sacriston. 

Ante-Natal  ...  Alternate  Thursday  morn- 

ings. 

Child  Welfare  ...  Alternate  Thursday  morn- 
ings and  Thursday  after- 
nons(  3 weeks  out  of  4 
weeks. 

Birth  Control — Thursday  afternoons  every 

Post-Natal.  4 weeks. 

Maternity  Homes  and  Hospitals 

These  are  controlled  by  the  Regional  Hospital  Board  but 
applications  for  admission  should  be  made  to  the  medical  officers 
at  the  maternity  and  child  welfare  centres  shown  in  previous  table. 

Accommodation  for  unmarried  mothers  is  available  at  Mater- 
nity Homes  provided  by  the  Regional  Hospital  Board,  and  the 
Durham  Diocesan  Moral  Welfare  Association  also  maintain  homes 
for  unmarried  mothers  and  babies.  Applications  for  admission 
should  be  made  to  the  medical  others  at  the  child  welfare  centres. 

Homeless  children  can  be  admitted  to  residential  nurseries  or 
cottage  homes  administered  by  the  County  Council  of  Durham. 


Convalescent  Homes 

The  E.  F.  Peile  County  Convalescent  Home,  Shotley  Bridge 
(telephone  number  Shotley  Bridge  27)  is  controlled  by  the  County 
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Council  of  Durham  and  admits  nursing  mothers  with  their  babies 
and  children  under  five  years  of  age.  Applications  for  admission 
should  be  made  at  the  Child  Welfare  Centres. 

There  are  no  arrangements  at  present  under  the  Coimty  Council 
for  other  sick  persons  to  be  admitted  to  convalescent  homes. 

13.  Outpatient  and  Hospital  Treatment 

The  following  clinics,  etc.,  are  under  the  control  of  the  Durham 
Hospital  Management  Committee  with  headquarters  at  Dryburn 
Hospital  (telephone  Durham  1388). 

Attendance  at  all  clinics,  except  accident  cases,  is  by  appoint- 
ment only.  A supply  of  appointment  forms  can  be  obtained  from 
the  Appointments  Clerk  at  the  hospital. 

(a)  Tuberculosis 

Consultations  by  appointment  at  Chest  Clinic,  Ropery  Lane, 
Chester-le-Street  (telephone  3317). 

(b)  Venereal  Diseases 

Confidential  treatment  is  provided  free  at  the  following  centres; 
appointment  not  being  required : 

(i)  Newcastle  General  Hospital:  Monday  to  Friday,  9.30-12 
noon,  2-7  p.m.;  Saturday  9.30  a.m.-l  p.m. 

(ii)  County  Hospital,  Durham  (tel.  7):  Monday  and  Thursday, 
10  a.m.-7.30  p.m.;  Tuesday  and  Friday,  1 p.m. -7  p.m.; 
Saturday,  11  a.m.-l  p.m.;  Wednesday,  10  a.m.-5.30  p.m. 

(c)  General  Hospital,  Chester-le-Street  (Tel.;  2251) 

General  medical,  general  surgical,  ophthalmic,  ear,  nose  and 
throat  and  physiotherapy  facilities  are  available,  both  as  inpatients 
and  outpatients  (by  appointment). 

(d)  Psychiatry 

A psychiatric  outpatient  clinic  is  held  at  the  County  Hospital, 
Durham  (telephone  9.54)  each  Monday,  Patients  are  seen  by 
appointrnent  only. 


18 


SECTION  C.— SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 
1.  Water 

Water  is  supplied  to  the  district  by  three  water  undertakings, 
namely,  the  Newcastle  and  Gateshead  Water  Company,  the  National 
Coal  Board  (Lambton,  Hetton  and  Joicey  Group)  and  the  Durham 
County  Water  Board.  The  distribution  system  is  complex  and  in 
addition  to  direct  supplies  the  Council  distributes  water. 


The  Durham  County  Water  Board  took  over  on  1st  April, 
1953,  the  area  of  supply  controlled  by  the  Council  in  the  parishes 
of  Great  and  Little  Lumley,  the  supply  having  been  first  made  by 
the  Council  in  1898.  During  the  major  part  of  the  time  the  inability 
of  the  various  supplier  to  give  an  adequate  bulk  supply  led  to 
“ grievous  and  frequent  complaint."  Extensive  lengths  of  new 
mains  were  laid  and  a new  reservoir  constructed  during  the  period 
of  an  agreement  made  in  1915  and  terminating  in  1945.  It  was 
not  until  1944  that  the  supply  made  available  to  us  was  adequate 
and  it  has  continued  so  to  date.  The  Board  has  secured  statutory 
rights  in  Great  Lumley  Parish  during  the  meantime  and  after  1945 
arrangements  were  made  for  them  to  take  over  the  supply  and 
this  finally  occurred  in  1953. 


Included  in  the  new  arrangements  was  the  handing  over  to  the 
Board  of  the  Old  Barley  Mow  supply  developed  on  a bulk  supply 
basis  by  the  Council  since  1934  and  serving  all  new  properties  in 
that  locality. 

Bacteriological  sampling  in  1953  gave  the  following  results, 
compared  with  the  Ministry  of  Health’s  recommendations  (see  page 


Class  1 Class  2 Class  3 Class  4 


Ministry  of  Health’s  recom- 


mendation 

50  + % 

60  + % 

100% 

Samples  Durham  County 

Water  Board 

34  (73%) 

6 (90%) 

1 (93%) 

Samples  other  undertakings 

46  (82%) 

9 (98%) 

1 (100%) 

No  water  was  chemically  analysed  during  the  year, 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  houses  which  have 
not  water  laid  on;  their  means  of  supply,  and  the  distribution  in 
Parishes : — 


Birtlcy 

Standpipes  Springs  Wells 
14  _ _ 

Lamesley 

. . . . 

2 — 

Urpeth 

9 

1 _ 

Edmondsley 

. . . . 

2 _ 

Sacriston 

♦ • • • 

Harraton 

Fatfield 


The  Council  continued  to  control  the  supply  in  this  area  during 
1953.  Increased  complaint  of  lack  of  pressure  in  the  higher  reaches 
at  f^ak  draw  off  periods  was  received  and  consultations  with  the 
National  Coal  Board  and  Newcastle  and  Gateshead  Water  Company 
from  whom  the  Council  obtain  the  bulk  supply  were  held,  without 
much  improvement  at  that  time.  (I  am  pleased  to  say,  however, 
that  at  the  time  of  this  report,  October,  1954,  the  mains  have  been 
^raped  and  the  supply  operates  without  complaint).  Further  work 
is  anticipated  in  1955,  which  will  maintain  this  position. 


During  1953  the  supply  suffered  also  from  a heavy  infestation 
of  water  insects.  With  the  collaboration  of  the  Water  Company 
the  whole  of  the  supply  mains  were  chlorinated;  later  inspections 
being  very  satisfactory  and  without  complaint. 


2.  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal: 


The  main  constructional  works  were  the  provision  of  new 
outfall  sewers,  both  surface  water  and  soil  sewers  involving  the 
laying  of  3,102  yards  of  various  diameter  pipes  up  to  15  inches  to 
service  the  Council’s  housing  estates. 


Other  general  works  of  maintenance  and  repairs  were  effected 
to  the  several  hundred  miles  of  sewers  under  the  Council’s  control. 


"With  regard  to  sewage  disposal  apart  from  normal  mainten- 
ance, the  works  at  Lumley,  Plawsworth,  Waldridge  and  Grange 
Villa,  were  given  special  attention  to  improve  sludge  disposal,  the 
lagoons  at  the  first  three  being  overhauled.  New  rotary  filter 
distributions  were  fixed  at  Lumley  and  Plawsworth.  The  Detritus 
and  syphon  chambers  were  improved  at  Grange  Villa. 

The  schemes  for  Grange  Villa,  Floaters  Mill  and  Birtley, 
proceeded  little  further  during  the  year. 

3.  Closet  Accommodation 

No  general  scheme  of  conversion  was  possible  during  1953. 
The  chief  areas  remaining  to  be  done  are  Sacriston  and  Grange 
Villa.  The  sewage  disposal  facilities  are  adequate  in  the  former 
case,  and  it  may  be  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government 
would  favour  a scheme  of  conversion  in  this  locality. 

If,  after  the  impending  Inquiry  on  the  Grange  Villa  Sewerage 
Scheme  the  work  could  proceed,  this  area  would  also  be  dealt  with 
to  the  mutual  advantage  of  the  public  and  Council,  so  far  as  refuse 
collection  and  disposal  is  concerned. 

The  Council  is  prepared  to  consider  applications  from  owners, 
including  owner-occupiers,  for  a grant  to  assist  in  the  cost  of 
converting.  A grant  of  up  to  £9  per  conversion  is  made  at  present. 
Interested  persons  should  make  enquiry,  in  the  first  instance,  at 
the  Health  Department. 


The  following  are  the 

figures  for  water-closets,  etc.,  at  present 

Water  Closets 

11,417 

Earth  Closets 

1,424 

Privies 

240 

4.  Public  Cleansing 

This  service  has  continued  highly  satisfactorily  during  1953. 

The  standards  of  collection  and  disposal  in  the  district  is  very 
good,  bearing  in  mind  the  topography  of  the  district  and  predomin- 
ance of  the  mining  community.  In  general  all  bins  are  emptied 
twice  and  ashpits  once  per  week  with  only  negligible  complaint. 
The  number  of  tips  is  being  gradually  reduced  due  to  difficulty  in 
obtaining  suitable  sites,  but  the  major  tips  in  use  receive  much 
better  control  as  a consequence. 


The  servicing  of  the  vehicles  in  the  Council’s  own  workshops 
maintains  the  transport  side  efficiently  and  fleet  replacements  are 
effected  as  required. 

The  Council  have  decided  to  operate  the  bin  ownership  scheme 
as  a general  rate  charge  from  April  1st,  1954,  and  there  is  no  doubt, 
but  that  the  standard  of  storage  and  collection  can  only  improve  as 
a result. 

Informarion  under  foregoing  paragraphs  1,  2,  3 and  4 has  been 
largely  supplied  by  the  Surveyor. 

5.  Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area 

Again  nuisances  under  the  Public  Health  Act  have  been  largely 
abated  by  persuasion,  it  only  being  necessary  to  serve  9 formal 
notices.  183  informal  notices  were  served,  180  being  complied  with. 

6.  Petroleum  Consolidated  Act,  1928 

39  licences  were  issued  during  the  year  for  the  storage  of  38,050 
gallons  of  j>etrol.  9 licences  were  issued  for  the  storage  of  1,002 
tons,  16  cwt.,  4 stones,  12  lb.  of  calcium  carbide  and  two  licences 
were  granted  for  the  storage  of  105  gallons  of  naphtha. 

7.  Rats  & Mice,  (Prevention  & Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949.) 

The  following  is  a tabulated  summary  of  the  work  carried  out : 


Inspec-  Treat-  Est. 
lions  meats  kill 


Sewage  Disposal  Works  (8) 
Refuse  Tips  (15) 
Allotments  ... 

Private  Dwellings  ... 
Business  Premises  ... 
Agricultural  Premises 
River  Banks 
Treatment  for  Mice  ... 


21  9 350 

25  13  1760 

7 19  410 

156  106  1728 

66  16  416 

50  3 136 

4 — _ 


— 40 


The  sewer  manholes  were  given  two  treatments,  viz.,  June,, 
1953:  Baited  120,  infested  14,  estimated  kill  55.  December,  1953, 
January,  1954 : Baited  122,  infested  18,  estimated  kill  200. 

The  general  condition  of  die  area  remains  satisfactory. 


Leaflets  illustrating  methods  for  householders,  and  detailing  the 
provisions  of  the  Act,  together  with  the  Threshing  and  Dismantling 
of  Ricks  Regulations,  1950,  are  available  from  the  Health  Depart- 
ment. 

8.  Swimming  Baths  and  Pools 

During  the  year  12  samples  of  water  for  bacteriological 
examination  have  been  taken  from  the  two  swimming  baths;  2 only 
were  suspicious. 

9.  Disinfestation,  Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs,  Flies,  etc. 

146  cases  were  dealt  with  during  the  year:  13  major  infestations 
of  bed  bugs  and  49  minor.  In  12  cases  bedding  required  special 
treatment,  2 were  destroyed.  72  cases  of  beetles  were  dealt  with, 
and  no  cases  of  ants  or  lice. 

10.  Atmospheric  Pollution 

During  the  course  of  the  12  months,  42  observations  were  made 
on  various  chimneys  in  the  area,  none  of  which  proved  to  be  a 
nuisance  within  the  meaning  of  the  Act. 

In  October,  three  S.0.2  detectors  were  erected  in  the  Elisa- 
bethville  Area  to  ascertain  the  degree  of  pollution  following  com- 
plaints made  of  local  industry. 

Up  to  the  end  of  the  year  there  was  insufficient  data  available 
to  draw  any  conclusions. 
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FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  and  1948 
Part  1 of  the  Act 

1 . Inspection  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health 
(including  inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors). 


Premises 


Occu- 

Number  Number  piers 

on  of  Inspec-  Written  prose- 
Register  tions  notices  cuted 


(1)  Factories  in  which  Section 

1,  2,  3,  4 and  6 are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local  Authori- 
ties   

12 

48 

(2)  Factories  not  included  in 
in  (1)  in  which  Sec.  7 is 
enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority 

65 

239 

(3)  Other  Premises  in  which 
Sec.  7 is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  (excluding 
out-workers  premises) 

15 

150 

— 

— 
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SECTION  D--HOUSINC 

Housing  statistics  for  the  year  are  given  below;  firstly  showing 
action  taken  during  the  year  with  regard  to  existing  properties; 
secondly  figures  for  completion  of  new  houses,  and  lastly  allocation 
of  houses. 

Housing  Statistics 

I.  Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  year:  — 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or 
Housing  Acts)  ...  202 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  625 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  imdipr 

sub-head  (1)  above,  which  were  inspected  and 
recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidation 
Regulations,  1925  — 

(B)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a 
state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to 
be  unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  — 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 
referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found 
not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for 
human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  183 

II.  Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  Ser\dce  of 

Formal  Notices  174 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  formal  action  by  the  Local  Authority 
or  their  Officers  9 

III.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year:  — 

A — Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936:  — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 
potices  were  sensed  requiring  repairs  — 
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(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered 
fit  after  serving  of  formal  notices:  — 

(a)  By  owners — 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  — 


B — Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts: — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-homes  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  serv'ed  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  183 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects 

were  remedied  after  ser%dng  formal  notices  ...  9 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  — 


C — Proceedings  under  section  1 1 and  1 3 of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936:  — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  18 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in 

respect  of  pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  ...  10 


D — Proceedings  under  section  2 of  the  Housing  Act, 

19.36;  — 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
made  

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
determined,  the  tenement  or  room  having  been 
rendered  fit  
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Building  of  Council  houses  commenced  in  1947  after  the  War 
and  the  following  is  the  progress : 


1947 

New  Permanent 

1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953  Total 

Houses  ... 
Temporary 

62 

216 

171 

125 

127 

190 

297 

1188 

Houses  ... 

101 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

101 

Relets 

52 

108 

71 

66 

42 

70 

56 

465 

215 

824 

242 

191 

169 

260 

853 

1754 

The  figure  of  298  permanent  new  houses  completed,  together 
with  56  relets,  making  858  available  during  the  year  is  a reasonably 
satisfactory  figure.  If  houses  available  for  relet  can  be  maintained 
at  about  400  per  year,  then  there  is  some  prospect  of  solving  the 
housing  problem  within  the  foreseeable  future.  The  fewer  houses 
becoming  available,  the  longer  the  problem  is  going  to  continue. 


Allocation  of  Houses  During  the  Year 


List 

A 

B 

B1 

C 


Direct  Overcrowding 
Overcrowding  and  living  in 
Length  of  time  married  and  living  in 
Dangerous  property 
i\I.O.H.  Recommendation 
Homeless  on  Eviction 
Relieve  Req.  Property 
Homeless  through  fire 
District  Nurse 


•Aged  Persons’  Houses  relet 
Special  Housing  for  travelling  miners 


120 

42 


60 


11 

16 

4 

13 

1 

1 


46 

12 

^8 


358 


There  v. ere  in  addition  to  the  abo\’e  170  transfers  and  exchanges 
which  were  granted  to  relieve  overcrowding,  for  financial  reasons, 
or  in  order  to  place  people  nearer  their  work. 
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1 here  were  at  the  end  of  the  year  lys  condemned  houses  still 
in  occupation,  many  of  them  condemned  pre-war.  It  is  my  opinion 

that  they  constitute  a most  urgent  problem  which  the  Council  must 
face. 


As  can  bo  seen  from  the  figures  for  letting  of  houses  during 
the  year  the  emphasis  is  on  rehousing  persons  overcrow'ded  or  living- 
v\  hilst  it  cannot  be  disputed  that  these  groups  should  be  dealt 
with,  I do  consider  that  more  action  should  be  taken  to  get  rid  of 
the  insanitary  dwellings  in  the  district 


There  were  16  cases  rehoused  on  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
recommendation.  The  majority  of  these  were  tuberculosis  cases 
which  were  overcrowded.  This  is  one  of  the  w^ays  in  which  the 
district  council  can  help  in  the  fight  against  tuberculosis.  It  is 
useless  using  modern  drugs,  and  the  other  means  of  treating  this 
disease  in  hospital,  if  w'e  do  not  take  measures  to  improve  home 
conditions.  A satisfactory  home  not  only  assists  in  cure  but  also 
prevents  spread  to  others  in  the  family. 


SECTION  E.— INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

During  the  year  no  special  campaigns  were  instituted  with 
regard  to  clean  food.  The  routine  work  of  keeping  an  eye  on 
establishments  where  food  is  manufactured,  prepared,  sold  and 
distributed  was  continued. 


There  are  many  careless  foodhandlers  and  vanmen  w'ho  fail 
to  realise  that  their  dirty  habits  might  be  responsible  for  serious 
illness  amongst  their  customers. 


During  the  year  one  prosecution  was  pursued  in  connection 
with  unhygienic  food  handling.  In  this  case  an  ice  cream  vendor 
vvas  working  in  a filthy  state.  The  prosecution  was  successful  and 
the  man  was  fined,  and  the  business  subsequently  closed  down 
voluntarily. 


Whilst  action  was  taken  in  this  extreme  case,  there  is  no  doubt 
that  many  cases  not  so  bad  are  just  as  big  a danger  to  the  health 
of  the  public. 
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Travelling  shops  have  now  developed  to  such  an  extent  as  to 
warrant  special  mention.  In  the  Northern  Area  the  number  of  such 
vehicles  is  assuming  quite  large  proportions.  The  problem  of  these 
shops  has  been  to  a large  extent  brought  about  through  lack  of 
subsidiary  shopping  centres  on  the  new  Council  estates.  Transfer 
of  large  numbers  of  the  population  to  new  houses  away  from  the 
main  shopping  centre  create  problems  both  for  the  tenant  and  the 
trader. 

In  my  opinion  the  planning  of  a new  estate  should  provide  for 
a shopping  centre  as  well  as  other  amenities  such  as  public  houses, 
churches,  schools,  etc. 

The  travelling  shop  has  limited  space,  and  as  a result  innumer- 
able items  are  crammed  into  the  space  available.  This  lack  of 
space  should  not  however  be  an  excuse  for  lack  of  cleanliness  and 
hygiene. 

Ice  Cream 

The  results  of  sampling  for  qualitative  analysis  as  given  below 
show  that  the  vast  majority  of  samples  were  satisfactory. 


No. 

58 

4 

1 

1 


Grade 


1 

2 

3 

4 


Meat  and  Other  Foads 

Figures  for  inspection  of  meat  are  as  under. 

During  the  year,  slaughtering  was  carried  out  at  the  Abattoir, 
Cbes,ter-le-Street  Co-operative  Society,  Chester-le-Street. 

11,051  animals  were  slaughtered  during  the  year. 


MEAT; 


Total  weight  condemned: 

13  tons  1 cwt.  1 qr.  1 st.  5 lbs.  12  ozs. 
See  Table  No.  11,  paje  38 
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OTHER  FOODS: 

Total  weight  condemned: 

1 ton  2 qrs.  1 st.  7 lbs.  12  ozs. 
See  table  No  11.  page  39 

(a)  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1949 

On  the  register  at  dlst  December,  lOod. 

Dairies  (not  dairy  farms)  2 

(b)  Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Raw  Milk)  Regulations,  1949 

Following  licences  issued  during  year. 

Dealers  Licences  to  use  the  designation  T.T.  2 

(c)  Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Pasteurised  and  Sterilised)  Regu- 

lations, 1949 

The  following  licences  were  issued  during  1953. 

Dealers  Licence  to  use  special  designation 
Pasteurised  12 

Dealers  Licence  to  use  special  designation 
Sterilised  ...  ...  07 

Dealers  Licence  to  use  special  designation 
T.T.  Pasteurised  ...  ...  ...  i 

Supplementary  Licences  for  above  ...  1 

(d)  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938 

Number  of  routine  inspections  of  all  premises,  used 

for  manufacture  sale  and  storage  of  food  ...  770 

Premises  registered  under  Act: 

Ice  Cream  Sale  and  Storage  ...  ...  66 

Premises  manufacturing  sausages,  potted 

meats  and  preserved  foods  17 

Number  of  Other  Food  Premises  in  the  Area 

Bake  houses  ...  ...  l 

Restaurants  and  Canteens  10 

Cafes  and  Snack  Bars  2 


m 


STiops 


General  Dealers  / Grocers 

Greengrocers 

Confectionery 


103 

10 

20 

3 

23 


Wet  Fish 
Fried  Fish 


Licensed  Premises  (Hotels  and  Bars,  includ- 


ing Workmen's  Clubs)  ... 
Miscellaneous  ... 


58 

78 


Adulteration  of  Food 

Durham  County  Council  is  the  body  responsible  for  admin- 
istration of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  (Adulteration  Act)  1928,  etc. 

SECTION  F.— PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER 


INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES 


574  notifications  were  received  against  1,163  the  previous  year, 
of  which  11  were  not  confirmed.  The  decrease  in  measles  was  a 
prominent  feature,  there  being  a decrease  of  554. 

Scarlet  Fever 

There  were  102  notifications  during  the  year,  as  compared 
with  140  for  1952. 

Of  these  88  were  treated  in  hospital. 

Modem  experience  does  not  advocate  treatment  in  hospital, 
except  in  the  case  of  certain  complications  or  unsuitable  home 
circumstances,  because  of  the  risk  of  cross  infection  whilst  in  the 
hospital. 

Diphtheria 

There  were  no  cases  of  diphtheria  in  the  district  during  1953. 
This  is  as  it  should  be,  but  it  can  be  so  maintained  only  if  the 
level  of  immunisation  is  kept  high  enough. 
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It  is  only  by  continued  propaganda  that  the  mothers  of  today 
can  be  p)ersuaded  to  help  maintain  the  level  of  immunisation  neces- 
saiy  to  keep  diphtheria  out  of  our  midst.  The  absence  of  the  disease 
rneans  that  the  present  generation  of  mothers  only  know  of  the 
disease  from  what  they  hear.  This  lack  of  contact  with  the  disease 
does  minimise  in  the  minds  of  mothers  the  dangers  attached  thereto, 
and  it  means  that  many  of  them  just  don’t  bother  to  have  their 
children  immunised. 

The  Health  Visitors  make  every  effort  to  persuade  mothers  to 
attend  clinics  or  their  o\\ti  doctor  for  immunising,  and  reminders 
are  sent  out  by  the  County  Council. 

Diphtheria — Immunisation 

The  number  immunised  during  the  year  were  as  under: 

Primaiy' : — 

0 - 0 409 

5-15  yrs 19 

428 

Boosters  ....  226 

Poliomyelitis 

This  disease  is  now  commonly  know  as  Infantile  Paralysis, 
although  it  is  by  no  means  restricted  to  children. 

There  was  only  one  case  during  the  year,  and  there  were  no 
deaths. 

Measles 

There  were  188  cases  notified  during  the  year.  The  figures 
for  1952  was  742. 

Notification  of  Measles 


1947  1948  1949  1950  1951  1952  1953 

No.  of  Cases  ...  406  5'20  872  565  224  742  188 


Although  the  table  does  not  show  the  definite  biennial  periodi- 
city which  is  frequently  marked  in  Urban  Areas,  there  is  a tendency 
towards  it.  As  can  be  seen,  this  is  one  of  the  years  when  the  number 
of  cases  has  been  small,  and  no  doubt  by  next  year  the  number  of 
susceptible  children  will  have  risen  to  such  a level  that  we  must 
expect  a large  number  of  notifications, 
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Whooping  Cough 

Notifications  during  the  year  numbered  109,  an  increase  of  43 
o\’er  the  figure  for  1952. 

Notification  of  Whooping  Cough 


1947  1948  1949  1950  1951  1952  1953 

No.  of  Cases  ...  37  117  140  175  120  120  109 


As  may  be  seen  from  the  table,  there  is  no  sign  of  any  im- 
provement in  the  position  regarding  whooping  cough. 

This  is  a disease  which  is  very  serious  when  attacking  very 
young  children.  Apart  from  being  an  unpleasant  complaint  it  is 
a danger  to  life,  and  often  leave  sequelae.  Its  relative  importance 
as  an  infectious  disease  has  increased,  now  that  many  of  the  other 
infectious  diseases  are  no  longer  prevalent. 

Immunisation  against  whooping  cough  is  being  carried  out 
by  many  Local  Health  Authorities  in  the  country.  Until  such  a 
scheme  is  instituted  in  the  County,  there  is  little  hope  of  any 
improvement  in  the  situation. 

Tubercu’osis  (Pulmonary) 

In  the  district  there  were  8 deaths  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis, 
as  against  10  the  previous  year.  New  notifications  numbered  26 
pulmonary;  1952  figures  being  37. 


Notifications  and  Deaths  due  to  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 


1947 

1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

No.  of  Cases 

55 

57 

38 

46 

56 

37 

26 

Deaths 

14 

21 

21 

12 

9 

10 

8 

The  number  of  notifications  docs  not  show  a ver}^  great  im- 
provement over  the  years,  although  the  deaths  from  the  disease 
have  fallen  considerably.  New  drugs  would  appear  to  be  largely 
responsible  for  the  reduced  death  rate,  but  would  not  appear  to  be 
greatly  affecting  the  disseminations  of  the  disca..sc — the  chronic 
infectious  cases. 
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Until  we  see  a great  improvement  in  the  notification  of  new 
cases,  I do  not  think  we  can  be  at  all  satisfied  with  the  position. 

Non  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

There  were  9 new  cases  notified  as  against  11  for  1952.  There 
was  one  death. 

Mass  Radiography  Unit 

During  the  year,  the  Mass  Radiography  Unit,  visited  Birtley 
for  the  period  from  6th  — 17th  July;  figures  below  show  numbers 
X-rayed,  and  abnormal  results  discovered. 


No.  X-rayed — 


M. 

F. 

Total 

(a) 

Miniature  Film 

782 

542 

1324 

(b) 

Recalled  for  Large  Film 

25 

10 

35 

Abnormalities  Revealed — 

(a) 

Non-tuberculous  conditions 

7 

21 

28 

(b) 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 
Previously  known:  — 

(1)  Active 

1 

1 

(2)  Inactive  

Newly  discovered:  — 

— 

— 

— 

(1)  Active  

1 

— 

1 

(2)  Inactive  

2 

— 

2 
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Table  5 


1953 

1952 

No  of 

No.  of 

deaths 

% 

deaths 

% 

AGE  AT  DEATH 

Under  1 year  

21 

4.9 

22 

5.0 

1-4  years  . . ; 

4 

0.9 

4 

0.9 

5-14  years  

1 

0.2 

1 

0.2 

15-24  years  

10 

2.4 

4 

0.9 

25-44  years  

27 

6.3 

27 

6.1 

45-64  years  

106 

24.8 

126 

29.0 

65-74  years 

114 

26.6 

122 

27.8 

75  years  and  upwards  . . . 

145 

33.9 

132 

30.1 

Table  6 

SURVIVAL  IN  THE  RURAL  DISTRICT 


1953 

% Total 

1952 

% Total 

No. 

deaths 

No. 

deaths 

AGE  AT  DEATH 

• 

1 year 

21 

4.9 

22 

5.02 

4 years  ... 

25 

5.8 

26 

5.94 

14  years  

26 

6.1' 

27 

6.16 

24  years  

36 

8.4 

31 

7.08 

44  years  .. . j 

63 

14.7 

58 

13.24 

64  years  

169 

39.5 

184 

42.01 

74  years  

283 

66.1 

306 

69.86 

ALL  AGES 

428 

100 

438 

100 

See  Note  on  page  81  of  1949  Report. 
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Table  7 


STATISTICS  OF  THE  IS  PARISHES  FORMING  THE  CHESTER-LE- 
STREET  RURAL  DISTRICT. 


Acreage 

(acres) 

No.  of 
Inhabited 
Houses 

Deaths 

Biddick  South 

348 

11 

2 

Birtley 

1429 

3226 

121 

Bourninoor  ... 

513 

478 

12 

Edmondsley  ... 

2099 

433 

15 

Harraton 

2669 

872 

31 

Lambton 

697 

28 

7 

Lamesley 

6679 

1181 

45 

Lumley  Great 

1642 

473 

14 

Lumley  Little  ... 

875 

391 

20 

Ouston 

641 

323 

7 

Felton 

926 

1676 

68 

Plawsworth  ... 

1249 

458 

13 

Urpeth 

1825 

596 

21 

Waldridge 

725 

183 

9 

Sacriston 

943 

1456 

43 

23261 

i 

11785 

428 
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SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA. 


Table  8 


Summary  of  Notices  Served 


Description 

J^umber  of 
Informal 
Notices 
Served 

Slumber  of 
Formal 
Notices 
Served 

Nximber  of 
Notices 
Complied 
With 

Remarks 

Structural  Defects 

183 

9 

180 

Overcrowding  ... 

... 

... 

... 

Dairies  and  Milk  Shops 

... 

... 

... 

Bakehouses 

. . . 

... 

... 

Ashpits  and  Privies 

4 

... 

4 

Deposits  of  Refuse 

.... 

... 

Water  Closets  ... 

11 

11 

Defective  Yard  Paving 

... 

... 

Defective  Traps 

... 

... 

Defective  Drains 

3 

... 

3 

Defective  Water  Supply 

3 

3 

Pigsties  ... 

... 

... 

Defective  Ashbins 

... 

... 

Other  Nuisances 

... 

... 

Smoke  Nmsances 

21 

... 

21 

Totals 

225 

9 

222 
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Table  9 

Summary  of  Works  carried  out 


Dampness 

Ceilings  ...  . .-i 

Chimney  Stacks 
Defective  Roofs 
Defective  Wallplaster 
Doors 

Defective  W.C.s 
Gulleys  and  Spouts  ... 
Defective  Kitchen  Ranges 
Drains — Obstruction  . . . 
Pantry — Defective 
Smoke  Nuisances 

Burst  Pipes  

Sash  Cords 
Kitchen  Sinks 
Defective  Fireplaces  . . . 
Defective  Wood  Floors 
Defective  Yards 
Defective  Pot  Boilers 
Defective  Outhouse  Roof 
Defective  Gulleys 
Defective  Drains 
Defective  Windows  . . . 
Threshwoods  ; 

Water  Supplies 

Dustbins  

Staircase  

Pointing  

Brickwork  


30 

11 

10 

28 

44 

11 

11 

23 

13 

3 

10 

21' 

6 

9 

8 

8 

6 

1 

2 

1 

1 

5 

16 

5 

3 

47 

1 

1 

2 
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Table  it). 


MEAT  INSPECTION 
Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Sheep 

and 

Calves  Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed  (if  known)  ... 

1603 

181 

56 

6819 

2392 

Number  inspected  

1603 

181 

56 

6819 

2392 

All  Diseases  except  Tuberculosis 
Whole  carcases  condemned 

1 

4 

6 

10 

6 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

557 

101 

89 

67 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than  tuber- 
culosis   

34.1 

58.0 

10.7 

1.4 

3.1 

Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

10 

3 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  cOndsrhned 

231 

75 

74 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
tuberculosis 

14.4 

48.0 

- 

3.1 

Table.  11. 

The  following  meat  and  other  foods  were  condemned  and  dealt 
with  in  accordance  with  the  instructions  of  the  Ministry  of  Food: 


Sts. 

lbs. 

Sts. 

lbs. 

Livers 

494 

12 

Udders  

23 

8 

Lungs  

148 

5 

Pigs  Heads 

82 

9 

Heads  & Tongues  ... 

158 

4 

Plucks  

43 

i 

Viscera  

58 

10 

Heart 

3 

13i 

Beef  

799 

8 

Fat  

13 

1 

Mutton  

49 

8 

Tripe,  Guts,  etc.  ... 

37 

13 

Offal 

22 

0 

Skirts 

10 

Pork  

154 

9i 

2091  5| 


Total  weight  condemned:  13  tons,  1 cwt.,  1 qr.,  1 st.,  5 lbs.,  12  ozs. 


Other  Foods 

lbs. 

Tinned  Meat 

d48 

Tinned  Vegetables  .. 

106 

Tinned  Tomatoes  ... 

381 

Tinned  Fruits 

470 

Tinned  Milk 

123 

Tinned  Beans 

34 

Tinned  Fish 

11 

Tinned  Peas 

20 

Tinned  Soup 

4 

Total  weight  condemned:  1 


lbs.  ozs. 


Tinned  Beetroot  . . 

, , 

12 

Tinned  Spaghetti  . 

1 

0 

Sausage  

. 113 

0 

Puddings 

. 30 

0 

Cakes 

. 23 

0 

Butter 

. 35 

0 

Pork  Pies  ... 

2 

12 

Fish  Cakes 

3 

8 

Fish  

. 12 

0 

• 

2317 

12 

qrs.,  1 St.,  7 lbs.,  12  ozs. 


ao 

ozs. 

4 

12 

0 

12 

0 

0 

4 

0 

12 

ton,  2 


Due  to  Quarterly  Infectious  Return 
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Table  12. 

Infectious  Disease  Notifications  since  1944. 
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NOTIKIABLE 

DISEASES 

Diphtheria  

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

Enteric  Fever  

2 

1 

‘5 

> 

In 

Ophthalmia 

Pneumonia 

Puerperal  Fever 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  

Scarlet  Fever  

Small  Pox  

Tuberculosis — Pulmonary  ... 

„ Non-Pulmonary  ... 

Dysentery  

Meningicoccal  Infection 

Food  Poisoning  

Poliomyelitis  (Paralytic) 

(Non-Paralytic)  ... 

Diagnosis  not  Confirmed  ... 

TOTAIS  

42 


Table  14 


The  attack  rates  of  the  notifiable  diseases  per  1,000  of  the 
ci\  ilian  population  for  the  Rural  District,  compared  with  the  rates 
for  England  and  Wales  are  shown  in  the  following  table: 


Disease 


Scarlet  Fever 
Diphtheria 

Typhoid 

Paratyphoid 

Erysipelas 

Pneumonia 

Meningococcal  Infection 
Whooping  Cough 
Measles 


C hester-le-Street 
Rural  District 

England 
and  Wales 

2.46  i 

1.39 

1 

0.01 

0.00 

— 

0.01 

0.02 

0.14 

1.13 

0.84 

0.07 

0.03 

4.07 

3.58 

4.o3 

12.36 

Table  15. 

CANCER  DEATHS  (AGE  GROUPS  AND  SITES  ) 
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